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- Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.”- -- -Eph. iv. 3. 


* Judge not.”.-. Matt. vii. 1, 


“If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s, let him of himself think this again, that as he is Christ’s, even 


so are we Christ’s.- -- -2 Cor. x. 7. 


“Let us not therefure judge one another any more.” --- 


** He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 


Rom. xiv. 18. 
he it is that loveth me.” -- -John xiv. 21. 
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In the Philadelphia Recorder of the 
22d ult. is given a “brief analysis” of 
an article from the Christian Specta- 
tor for November, 1828, which the 
writer terms “ ove of the most pow- 
erful communications which he has 
met with in any periodical, either 
trans or cis-atlantic.” 

From the perusal of the specimen, 
we give the writer full credit for his 
discernment and commendation. We 
have derived great pleasure in follow- 
ing the author’s train of thought—the 
light which he has elicited, and the 
plans which he lays down for the pro- 
notion of the cause of the Redeemer 
and Saviour of men—the progress of 
human regeneration and happiness— 
by which God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. 


The following proposition is the 
basis of the author’s remarks: 

“ In every age and country, Christian 
character ought to possess just that form 
and just that degree of energy, which 
shall correspond with the circumstances 
of the country and the age. That is to 
say, those particular traits of Christian 
character which are more particularly de 
manded by the exigencies of the times, 
ought always to be more particularly de 
veloped,” 


_ After exemplifying this by a refer- 
ence to the period of the Reforma- 
tion, and the leading characters of that 
age, which he considersealled for great 
“boldness and energy;” he makes 
the application of his proposition to 
our age and country, and taking into 
view— 


1 That our times are distinguish- 
ed by the diffusion and general pro- 
gress of knowledge. | 

2. By a spirit of restlessness and 
innovotion, 

3. By abounding infidelity. 

4. By unparalleled enterprise, and 
that resulting from all this—the pre- 
sent age is a critical period of the 
world. 

He considers that the present crisis 
calls for,— 


Ist. Intelligeat Christians. 

2d. Christians of thorough piety. 
3d. Active Christians. 

4th. Bold and determined Chris- 


tians, 


And. then taking a view of the field 
of promise before us, he eloquently 
says, 7 
“ We see the heralds of religious intel - 
ligence visiting every church, penetrating 
into almost every Christian family, and 
bringing to the minds of thousands and 
ten thousands of the people of God every 
step of the advancement of the Gospel.— 
We see ten thousand associations for do- 
ing good—missionary societies—Bible 
societies—soacieties of every name—ar- 
| ranging under their banners the old and 
ithe young, the rich and the poor, and 
training Christians of every condition to 
those habits of activity and energy which 
the age demands, We see children and 
youth in our congregations, who are soon 
to be the members and the leaders of the 
churches, forming in Sabbath Schools and 
Bible classes, that character of intelligence 
which we so much desire, We rejoice in 
the hope which such tokens are fitted to 
inspire. We ery, let all these operations 
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of benevolence be carried on, for they are 
not only sending light to the benighted, 
and salvation to the perishing, but they 
are silently accomplishing a mighty refor- 
mation in the character of Christians, till 
the church shall arise and shine, her light 
being come, and the glory of the Lord be- 
ing risen upon her. 

“ And while we look, behold the spirit 
of the Lord sets up a standard. Revi- 
vals of religion here and there are not 
only extending the dominion of the cross, 
and clearing up a thousand green spots 
amid the desolations of sin, but are awaken- 
ing Christians to new habits of thought 
and action. The churches, under the 
out-pouring of God’s grace, are rising to 
shine with the splendour and beauty of 
holiness.” 

Again— 

* Let the moral discipline of benevo- 
lent action be promoted. If there is any 
one circumstance in the present aspect of 
the church which promises much for the 
purification aud increased energy of 
Christian characier, that one circumstance 
is, in my opinion, the organization of the 
churches for the purpose of benevolent 
action. The principle of association 
which has been already so extensively in- 
troduced, and which is every year applied 
to new purposes, and operating with new 
energy, is not only accomplishing won- 
ders for the defence and enlargement of 
the kingdom of God, it is doing hardiy 
less by its indirect and reflex influence, 


It affords every Christian an opportunity 


of acting—it calls on every Christian to 
act—for the advancement of the Gospel, 
Thus it affords a peculiar and powerful 
moral discipline, calling out, trying, 
strengthening, every principle of benevo- 
lence or devotion in the hearts of believ- 
ers,” 

As the great object of all these 
movements is avowedly ‘*the ad- 
vancement of the Gospel”— a re- 
formation in the character of Chris- 
tians’— the advancement of the 
kingdous of Christ”——‘ the cause of 
holiness,” &c. We were disappointed 
that in the enumeration of societies, 
agencies and principles, no. mention 
is made of Peace societies, of peace | 








principles, or of any efforts made in 
their support. Is it because a pacific 
spirit is already identified in practice 
with the Christian spirit? Or because 
itis more generally considered with 
indifference, as an unimportant ap- 
pendage ‘0 w. 

As to the first of these conjectures, 
let the present hostile tone of political 
feeling, which Christian professors are 
not ashamed to assume, nor Christian 
Ministers to countenance, be taken as 
anestimate! Alas! The “meek and 
quiet spirit which is in the sight of 
God of great price,” that spirit of 
peace—of self-denial—forbearance, 
and endurance, which shone so tran- 
scendantly in the Redeemer of men, 
and which he enjoined on his follow- 
ers as his last bequest—is neither 
identified with the temper of profess- 
ing Christians, nor is there a concern 
to approximate towards it. No, it is 
too true, that the haughty spirit of 
self-assuming vengeance is latently 
cherished by those who ought to 
exhibit the reflected image of their 
meek and unresisting Lord and Sa- 
viour; who as their great exemplar— 
when exposed to the height of insult, 
indignity, and outrage that malice it- 
self could inflict, in obedience to the 
will of his heavenly Father, patiently 
bore the seeming degradation, and 
quenched the ebullitions of rage and 
bitterness in his own blood! Yet he 
finally obtained a victory, and a com- 
plete triumph, by committing himself 
to him who judgeth righteously:” for 
the Righteous Judge did “ highly ex- 
alt him, and gave bim a name which 
is above every name.” 

Do we look at the character of the 
Redeemer, merely to contemplate and 
admire—yes, we do indeed contem- 
plate and admire with wondering gra- 
titude and exultation—but the lan- 
guage of Divine monition is, “ Let 
the same mind be in you,’ * for ye are 
hereunto called,” ‘that ye should fol- 
low his steps.” Why then do we not 
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make the application to the emotions 
of strife and hostility 1» our own bo- 
soms? True —his path was stained 
with blood! but had his followers con- 
tinued to tread in the same track, it 
would long ere this have been con- 
verted into the bloodless, spotless, 
path of peace. 

But while such language as the fol- 
lowing is echoed in our public prints, 
while commenting upon a case of ag- 
gravated insult and cruelty,* ‘the 
Ainerican who is proud of his country 
and her navy, will hardly believe the 
shocking details of the memorial, or 
if he does believe them, he will rise 
up with honest indignation, and call 
upon the government to annihilate a 
nation which tolerates such inhuman, 
such brutal violence.” * It is not in 
this nation to submit for a length of 
time, to insults so aggravated,” &c.— 
we repeat, while such feelings are cur- 
rent, where is the redeeming influence 
of him who gave his life for that pur- 
pose? “ He gave himself for us that 
he might redeem us, from all iniquity, 
and purify us”’—where the reverbe- 
rations of his triumph over the pow- 
ers of darkness responding in our 
hearts? Let but such feelings become 
predominant, and who can calculate 
the amount of iniquity and guilt, of 
wretchedness and misery that would 
consequently follow. 

On the other band, let an enlight- 
ened Christian principle be exerted, 


and such vaunted threats will become 


consigned to the contempt they justly 
merit, : 

If Christians, as Christians, were 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit. of 
Jesus Christ, and conscientiously made 


_ itarule of action—where isthe govern- 


ment within the range of christendom 
that would dare—or having the auda- 
city to dare—could succeed in the 
attempt to plunge its country in a 

* See the Baltimore Republican for No- 


vember 11, 1821, copied from the New York 
Journal of Commerce. 











sanguinary contest? ‘Theascendaacy 
of Christian feeling and Christian in- 
fluence would render ineffectual their 
martial tirades—their warlike mani- 
festos would fall as broken accents 
upon the unheeding ear; and like 
other sad mementos of the moral de- 
pravity allied to the ages of mental 
darkness, be consigned to the moles 
and to the bats; forcing them to have 
recourse to rational and equitable me- 
thods of adjusting disputes, or of ob- 
taining redress. 

We most cordially acquiesce in the 
concluding sentiments, and wish to see 
them extended to the propagation of 
peace principles by associations form- 
ed expressly for that purpose. 


“ There ought to be more of Christian 
intercourse among Christians. Ministers 
and churches have their ecclesiastical bu- 
siness meetings, all over the land. But 
these meetings are not the thing which we 
need to raise the tone of Christian feeling 
and intelligence, and the standard of 
Christian enterprise. Ministers and 
Christians may have their meetings for 
ecclesiastical business—such meetings 
are necessary; but ought they not aiso to 
assemble themselves. together, that they 
may consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works, and so much 
the more as they see the day approach- 
ing? Ought they not to have their meet. 
ings for devotion, that they may bind 
themselves together with new ties of bro- 
therly affection—that they may warm 
each other’s hearts, and rouse each other's 
energies? The success which has at- 
tended what are called conferences of 
churches, wherever they have been intro- 
duced, and in whatever form, goes: farto 
answer such questions,» And if the éx- 
periment had not been tried, would it;not 
be obvious, that stated meetings of minis-. 
ters and brethren froma circle of churches 
expresslyfor mutual improvement must 
have a salutary influence? Let such 
meetings, organised after the models 
which wisdom and experience approve, 
become general: and then the healthful 
spirit of intelligence shall cirenlate ‘like 
the life-blood through our Christian eom- 
munitys the piety: of all) our churches 
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shal] become more constant, fervent, and 

pervading; the stir of Christian enter- 

prise shall rouse the languid, and urge on 

the backward; and Christians shall stand 

up like men, and shall act with the ener- 

gy of combination and the boldness of | 
devotion, for the cause of holiness.’ 


oe 


LETTER IV. 
ON PEACE AMONG CHRISTIANS. 


And now my dearfriend, as to what 
further relates to my proposed method 
of obviating the evils of discord and 
disunion, and preserving an unity of 
sentiment in a Gospel-bond, or as it is 
better expressed, ‘the unity of the 
Spirit, in the bond of peace,” viz. by 
making Scripture language the vehicle 
of prayer and praise, Xc. in all cases 
likely to involve a difference of opin- 
ion. 

You admit that, * could the custom 
be established, it would certainly do 
away the obstacle oue professor might 
see, in the way of worshipping’ with 
another of a different sect;’’ yet you 
think * it would involve difficulties no 
less inconvenient, than those we see 
in the present mode ;”’ and to which I 
will advert, after noticing a remark 
of yours, which seems to be prior in 
the order of time. You say that “al- 
ready, no man, or set of men, have 





power to exclude any of us, from the 
great and most material privileges of 
the Christian faith, We can unite, 
if we chose to do so, in ail the offices 
of public worship with any.” Yes, 
upon the plan | have suggested, every 
one, willing to be taught by Christ, 
and his Apostles, might; but is it so 
upon the present mode? Suppose 
now, a conscientious Protestant to 
eater a Roman Catholic place of pub- 
lic worship; could he unife with them, 
in what they would consider “a great 
and material privilege of paying ado- 
ration to the image of the Saviour, 
elevated for that purpose ; or in offer- 
ing homage little inferior to the: sup- 
posed presence of the mother of our 








Lord, as “the Virgin mother of God!’ 
Or could such glaring departures from 
the genuine Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
have ever taken place in professed 
Christian assemblies, had the restric- 
tions [ propose been subinitted to? 
If you say this is am extreme case, 
l reply, that as it embraces the 
principle in question, and nothing 
more, it is needless to amplify ; your 
own reflections will make the appli- 
cation to others ; only remember, that 
this was originally a true Church of 
Jesus Christ. 

It is obvious, that scruples of other 
kinds, may equally prevent many 
conscientious worshippers, from join- 
ing with those who strenuously ex- 
press their views in language not to 
be found in the Christian code—the 
JVew Testament; and as to what are 
called the Ordinances of Jesus Christ 
—-Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper— 
communion in these are in most cases 
restricted to such, as have previously 
embraced the creed of the sect. 

You allege, “that finding we mean 
totally different things, by the same 
words, we should after all, be com- 
pelled to express in our own language, 
the sense in which we understood 
them.” Now admitting this were the 
case; yet while this difference was 
not allowed to constitute an exclusion, 
or to break the unity ;—(since each 
one would be equally free as another 
to think for himself, aud no one’s con- 


struction being allowed a standard, . 


there would be an opening for ap- 
proximation) Christian conduct, being 
the only acknowledged test of Chris- 
tian character, would, where it was 
undeniably exhibited, secure the right 
of free enquiry on the one hand, and 
on the other, spare all those embit- 
tered feelings, which have not their ori- 
gin in that character; and free dis- 
cussion, conducted ip a Christian spi- 
rit aud temper, would elicit light, and 
clear away obstructions to an unity of 
sentiment. 
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But mark how it stands in the 
present case. This difference of opin- 
jon is the ground for dismemberment ; 
the consequence is, hard thoughts, 
and all the train of evils, which spring 
from a divided state. Aod as these 
bitter results are the very reverse of 
those which are peculiarly descriptive 
of the Gospel of Christ—the wisdom 
which cometh from above—so the 
source of them must be laid in error. 

That any number of individuals, 
may form themselves into a society, 
may make what rules and regulations 
they please for their own observance, 
and subject themselves to any restric- 
tions and restraints in the expression of 
their opinions and sentiments, and 
even to exclusion from the society in 
cases of non-compliance, and that 
those who thus bind themselves as 
well as all who afterwards voluntarily 
become members, are pledged to con- 


formity with such engagements, and to 


submit to such penalties, &c.—there 
can be no question. And that they 
have a right to designate such society 
by any appropriate term, descriptive 
either of their principles or peculiari- 
ties. But such a right is merely no- 
minal, for Christianity is the exclusive 
right of no man or set of men what- 
ever. It is the merciful gift of our 
Heaveuly Father to the whole human 
family. ‘ God so loved the world, that 
He gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 
It has been ‘ made known to all na- 
tions for the obedience of faith.” tis 
therein declared, that “there is no 
difference between Jew and Greek, 
Bond or Free, &c.” but “ whosoever 
believeth on Him shall be saved,”? and 
the faith upon which Jesus Christ 
himself declared he would _ build his 
Church, was contained in the confes- 
sion, “ Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.’ It is the common 
privilege of every human being “ who 
hath ears to hear.” By it ‘all men 
every where” all called upon, ‘ are 
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commanded to repent.” It proclaims, 
whosoever will, let him come, and take 
of the water of life freely.” And alt 
who wish to unite in the common 
bond of Christianity, must lay down 
the plain language of the New Testa- 
ment as the basis: ‘no one has authori- 
ty to substitute his inferences, con- 
structions or explanations for the ex- 
plicit and express words of Jesus 
Christ and his inspired Apostles; aud 
to make them the esseniials, either of 
communion or of salvation. 

But again: admitting that “ we 
mean totally different things by the 
same words;” to what cause are we 
to attribute “this strange result ?” 
Not as | apprehend, from the same 
idential words possessing in them- 
selves “ different meanings;”’ for there 
is reason to believe that there is not a 
word in any language, but may be 
traced to one distinct and appropriate 
idea and no other; ‘unless by accom- 
modation, transition, abbreviation or 
corruption. Look at the peculiarities . 
of the different sects, and you wilt 
find, that the misunderstanding among 
them, does not so much arise, if at all, 
from the obscure or varied meaning 
of the plain, simple words themselves, 


of the Oid or New Testament, as from 


the adjuncts and accompaniments, 
which are “deemed as indispensable as 
those very words themselves. 

Lam not denying or maintaining 
the truth of any peculiar views; let 
them stand or fall, according to their 
consistency with the revealed word of 
God. For admitting them to be true, 
still it is unwarrantable, either to em- 
ploy unscriptural terms, or to make 
an arbitrary application, of even scrip- 
tural terms; in order to exclude those 
who cannot conscientiously receive 
their faith from men. 

It is well known, of how much im- 
portance it is in mathematical science, 
to retain the’ very words, in which re- 
ceived axtoms and definitions are ex- 
pressed ;' and that if' a single word be 
improperly introduced, or substituted, 





7 





Ur; 
t 
f. 
t 
Gh: 
1: 
OF 
We 
Wi 
1s 








30 


the truth of a theorem will no longer 
follow. . And shall we be less careful 
to preserve the purity of that language, 
upon which our connection with the 
Supreme Being and our hopes of fu- 
ture happiness “depend? 

All L contend for, is, that the sim- 
ple terms of inspiration, without any 
addition, mutilation, or variation what- 
ever, are the only authorised medium 
for the expression of a standard of 
Christian belief. 

I know it is no easy thing for the 
mind to give up its old associations, 
or to divest itself of the ideas, which 
long accustomed phraseology has an- 
nexed to certain terms; but if we 
would ascertain truth, we must. go 
back to its souree—if we would know 
what God has been pleased to reveal, 
we must learn it from the words in 
which he has seen fit tomake it known. 
An ancient author has well said “de- 
vised worship olamesthe Lord.” And 
is not the application tu language, 


equally forcible and just, when made 
‘a standard of faith? 


Let us remember the awful examn- 
ple of Jewish Uzza, who “ put forth 
his hand to hold the Ark of God, be- 
cause the oxen stumbled.” 1 Chron. 


lar. 


la the Ist place, by an express law, «God hath made of one blood all nations of men.” Paul 


the Ark was not to betouched; and is 
not the prohibition equally positive ? 
Add thou not unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be tound a 
liar.” If the divine testimony is to be 
the standard of our belief, and for this 
plain apostolic reason, ™ that our faith 
should not stand inthe wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God ;” how-can 
those, who frame certain serichon: by 
which to test the purity and correct- 
ness of that faith; denouncing all who 
disseat from them, as heretics and un- 
believers in God’s word—escape the 
solemn charge of adding to his, words. 
And again: —Uzza acied by implica- 
tion, as though he thought: Omnipo- 
ence required his assistance; and 
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standard creed makers, as though con- 
summate wisdom needed direction. 

Perhaps the fact may be, that what 
was in itself clear and intelligible, has 
been rendered obscure and mysteri- 
ous, by unauthorised expedients, in- 
troduced under the profession of ex- 
planation. 

A writer of very high repute, in 
speaking of the importance of words 
ia the communion of our ideas says, 
‘When we reflect on a subject, it is 
not directly on the ideas, but on the 
words expressing them, that the mind 
operates.” 

If then so much depends upon the 
words we make use of in the expres- 
sion of our ideas, as that different 
words may change the very ideas 
themselves; of what serious, what 
first rate importance must it be, when 
attending toa subject of which we 
can know nothing, but what has been 


conveyed to us tin certain words, not 


of our own choostag, that we should 
scrupulously adhere to those very words, 
in all cases, where a standard js re- 


quired, or where a. difference of opi- 
nion is likely to take place. 


Your’s affectionately, 
Peace | Maker. 





CHRISTIAN | PA’ rRio r. 
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“The Jury have.agreed to a verdict of 
guilty of murder in the second degree, in the 
case of McGarvey. It is impossible’ in this 
metropolis to hang for murder! We hope 
to see some remedy applied to this monstrous 
and growing evil—the impun’ty of murderers. 
Several old murderers are now at large in this 


city. —Society is not safe, while this lax ad- 
ministration of the law is permitted.” 


| Philudelphia Mercury. 


We hope that so it may ever be “in 
(his metropolis,” and that no jury may 
ever be found to contravene the in- 
junctions of that Prince, who with au- 
thority abrogated the system of reta- 
liation, and stands forth as the ac- 
knowledged Head of this dispensation 
of mercy and forgiveness. Nor ean 
we conceive how an approach to the 
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genius of the Christian religion can 
be said to be a “ growing evil.” Our 
King hath’said “ Render to no man 
evil for evil” “ but contrariwise bless- 
ing,” and this we believe to be dis- 
pensed, when, instead of revengefully 
sending the soul of the murderer into 
the presence of his Judge impenitent 
and guilty, we piace him in confinement 
where he may have time for reflection 
and repentance, when he may hear 
the whisperings of that mercy which 
cried, ‘ Father forgive them,” while 
ihe wounds inflicted by his enemies 
were pouring forth the “streams of 
ablution” to wash away their guilt. 
“ Impunity of murderers,” we regret 
to say, seems to be a “ growing evil,” 
and where the evil will stop is hard to 
say, at the present crisis of our affairs 
—nevertheless it behoves the friends 
of Immanuel to “* fear not those who, 
can only kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do,” 
while they declare what they conceive 
to be truths connected with his gospel. 
And our astonishment rises into inex- 
pressible emotion on finding Chris- 
tians engaged in honouring those who 
have violated the law of Jesus, and 
whose hands are stained with the 
blood of their fellow-men wantonly 
shed. What ts murder, we may well 
ask when we see it lightly looked upon 
in some cases—in others overlooked, 
in others honoured, while in others 
the weighty denunciations of the law 
are suffered to fall on the head of the 
guilty criminal. Is it acrime left to 
the definition of men? ‘Is not the 
murder of a fellow-being in a duel as 
foul a crime in the estimation of Gop, 
as the murder of a fellow-being in any 
other way? Is it not cold, unrelent- 
ing, bloody-hearted murder to shoot 
down, even an enemy when he has 
no means of escape? And will not 
such murder unrepented of, seal the 
condeinnation of the guilty, under the 
sanctions of that law which says, 
‘“‘ Love your enemies,” as surely as 
will the crime of the midnight assas- 





sin, unrepented of? We can see no 
difference as it respects the violation 
of God’s law, and the infliction of the 
consequent penalty. Is it not lament- 
able then to think that Christjans, in- 
stead of frowning duellists out of coun- 
tenance, that they may’ be ashamed 
and repent—too frequently overlook 
their escape from justice through the 
means of military tribunals, and look 
lightly upon their crime, or join to ho- 
nour and promote those who have 
been the victorious parties in such 
hellish strife. 

What * old murderers” are going at 
large, we are unable to say. If there 
are any who have been guilty of this 
foul crime, and have served out the 
time of their confinement, or have 
acted in such a way as to give proof . 
of penitence; and have received the 
executive pardon on such ground, we 
say to them in the words of our Di- 
vine Law giver, “ Goandsin no more.” 
It is not doubted, however, that num- 
bersof successful duellists are going at 
large, and the fear is in a majority of 
their cases, not only impenitent, but 
glorying in their transgression, and 
we agree with the editor of the Mer- 
cury, that “society is not safe while 
this lax administration of the” (ervil) 
‘“lawis permitted.” And we may 
add, we think it doubly endangered, 
when duellists are chosen to preside 
over the administration of these laws. 


PENN. 





In the Appendix No. 4, of the 


Friend of Peace, for Ort. 1228, the 


editor has presented a striking and 
forcible appeal on the subject of War, 
in the form of a * Message from Ga- 
briel to Christians of all Denomina- 
tions.” We cannot omit some quo- 
tations, for the sake of their more ex- 
tensive diffusion. 

“Tn the last interview of your Lord 
with bis disciples prior to the cruci- 
fixiov, he gave them a ‘New Com- 
mandment.’ *'This,’ said he, *as wy 
commandment, that ye love one an- 
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other as 1 have loved you.’ Thus he 
made his own love to his disciples the 
standard of their love one to another. 
But what two qualities in the uni- 
verse can be more opposed, than the 
Jove with which Jesus gave his life for 
us, and the disposition with which 
fighting Christians have sacrificed 
their own lives, and imbrued their 
hands in each other’s blood? Con- 
template the battle grounds and the 
decks of ships aiier the conflicts of 
Christians with Christians,—behold 
the hundreds, the thousands, or the 
tens of thousands, of the dead, the 
dying, and the wounded; can these 


scenes be the fruits of such love as. 


your Lord evinced when he cried, 
‘Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do?’ Can such be the 
fruits of that love which Christ re- 
quired you to exercise one towards 
another? Your consciences answer, 
No! Yet the deeds which produced 
such scenes of carnage, have been 
the principal topics of eulogy among 
Christians! And the Chiefs in such 


mortal strife have been extolled. as’ 


Saviours! Were such the returns 
which might naturally have been ex- 
pected from rational beings, blessed 
with gospel light? 

“When Mahomet arose, assuming 
to be a Prophet and a Reformer, how 
striking was the contrast between him 
and your Messiah! the one a Prince 
of war, the other the Prince of peace; 
the one came ‘to destroy men’s lives,’ 
and the other ‘to save them.’ What 
could have been more reasonable than 
to expect a similar contrast between 
their respective followers? But in the 
latter case the contrast bas not been 
witnessed. How shocking then was 
the apostacy of Christians which 
brought them down to a level with 
the iullowers of Mahomet, in regard 
to the most abominable custom that 
was ever witnessed among men!—O 
Christians! had your Lord come for 


the avowed purpose of teaching you 
the science of homicide, could war 
have been in higher repute among 
you, than it has been ever since the 
rise of Mahomet? Whose followers 
then have you been? Whose pre- 
cepts have you obeyed?) How many 
millions of human victims have been 
offered by Christians, on the altars of 
Ambition, Avarice, and Revenge! 
Are these thy Gods and Saviours, O 
ye professed disciples of the Prince 
of peace! Yet even to this day, how 
many thousands of your ministers, and 
how many millions of Christians have 
never moved a finger nor uttered a 
word to sink the reputation of this 
murderous custom ; but, on the con- 
trary, are annually doing much, to 
render it glorious and promote its con- 
tinuance ! 





The following sentiment of Bishop Heber, 
copied into the Philadelphia Recorder of 
Dec. 6, 1828, is, we think, indicative of the 
progress of Christian candour and forbear- 


ance, 
“ There is an unanimity to which 


every cliristian is bound—the unani- 
mity of good offices and affections. 
Where our best endeavours fail to pre- 
vent religious discussion, where dif- 
ference is unavoidable, it is in our 
power, at least to differ charitably. If 
we cannot pray together, we may, at 
least, do good in company ; and our 
reverence for those common princi- 
ples whose truth we acknowledge, 
though, in our opinion, they do not 
constitute the whole of that truth 
which is in Christ, will lead us to re- 
joice in their diffusion, however and 
by whomsoever accomplished.” 








The annual celebration of the Pennsylva- 
| nia Peace Society was to have taken place on 
| Christmas evening, but was postponed on 
| account of the sickness of the respected 
' member selected to deliver the Address. It 
| is now fixed for the next regular meeting of 
_ the Society, which will be on the last Teus- 
day evening, Jan. 27, at the First Baptist 
Church, N. Second below Arch street. 
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Stavely, publisher, No. 99, South Second Street, Philadelphia, ut 50 cents per annum. 


Those who will be answerable for 5 copies, 
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